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A GLOBAL METHODIST COMMUNITY
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Matt’s Meanderings

The Local Church

“...This proposal pleased the entire community....”

Acts 6:5a (CEB)

October is upon us. This typically means Fall Break is close at hand. It also means
preparation for Charge Conference. We will have our Charge Conference on
Sunday, November 1 at 4:30pm. I’'m pleased to share that Rev. Kristen Shrickel,
the Presiding Elder of the Nashville area, will be here to preside over our Charge
Conference that evening.

This will be my first Charge Conference season as a Presiding Elder. It is with
great joy and trepidation that | step into this role of leadership within our annu-
al conference. | have the privilege of overseeing 11 churches in the Bowling
Green District, including Christ Church. | have oversight of the Global Methodist
Churches in Warren County, Allen County, Barren County, and Cumberland
County.

| have had the opportunity to meet with each of the pastors of these churches,
and | am excited to hear and learn more about these faith communities and
leaders. | also look forward to seeing their churches and worshiping with them
as we meet for holy conferencing. This is what we do as Methodists, we gather
for holy conferencing. This means we see the business of the church as holy
work...a form of worship.

Our Lead Team and Lay Leadership Team also does holy conferencing. As we
look over spreadsheets and consider possible ministries to participate in, we are
conferencing in a holy manner. Sometimes our business is easy and joyful, other
times it is stressful and difficult...but it is always holy. It is holy because we focus
our decisions on God and his will for us. This doesn’t mean we always get it
right, but | can assure you our focus and motivations are always right.

I’ll ask that you pray for me during this season as | represent you and the Mid-
South Annual Conference in each church | meet. | also ask that you continue to
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pray for our Lead Team and Lay Leadership Team as we contin-
ue to focus on the next right thing. Please continue to also pray
for our staff who serves us so wonderfully. | also ask that you
continue to come to us with your questions, comments,
thoughts, and wishes so that we can hear from you and gain a
fuller understanding of what God is doing in our midst.

Every time we engage in these conversations, we are practicing

holy conferencing. May it be so.
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Amen and amen!

CHURCH CONTACT INFO:

Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs; 8am-2pm

Address:
716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104

Phone Number:
270-842-4343

E-Mail Address:
info@christchurchbg.org

Web Page:
www.christchurchbg.org

Contact info for
Pastor Matt:

Cell phone
270-719-2389

Email
seelrev@gmail.com


https://christchurchbg.org

/ﬂ% CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

We are so proud of our children and all the hard work they put into leading us
CH RISST in worship on Children and Youth Sunday! Thank you all for supporting them.
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Our children's ministry is growing! We are so excited to have new children
and we want them to be able to learn and grow well in each age group we
have. To do this, we are in need of extra hands, especially with our pre-
school age. They wouldn’t have to lead or prepare in advance, just show up
and help out. We would love to have enough volunteers that we can create
a volunteer rotation. That would be fantastic! These volunteers have to be a
church member, submit to a background check and go through the Ministry
Safe training (there is a video version). If you are interested in volunteering,
please let Angie or Abby know and they will walk you through the process.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
October: Fellowship, Fall Rhythms, and Pumpkin

As we move into October, my heart is overflowing with grati-
tude for an incredible September. Youth and Children’s Sun-
day was such a powerful morning of worship, and | was so
proud of the grace and leadership our students displayed.
Having Elijah Truelove preach was a true highlight—it is a sa-
cred thing to watch our youth step into their gifts and share God’s Word with our church
family. Right on the heels of that weekend, our youth retreat was a wonderful time of
spiritual renewal and connection, capped off by hosting our friends across the communi-
ty for Relay Worship. Thank you to everyone who prayed for and supported our students

MM through a busy, fruitful month!

Fall Break Schedule

With schools out for Fall Break at the start of the month, we will be pausing our regular programming so fam-
ilies can rest and travel:

e Sunday, October 4th: NO Sunday Night Gathering (SNG)

e Waednesday, October 7th: NO Wednesday Night Dinner and Discipleship (WD2)

A Day at the Patch: Just Piddlin’ Trip

Our big event this month is our annual trip to Just Piddlin’ Farm on Sunday, October 18th, from 12:00 pm to
5:00 pm! This is always one of our favorite fall traditions filled with the corn maze, pumpkins, and lots of
laughs together. It is an easy, low-pressure event and a great chance for your student to invite a friend who
might not have a youth group home. Watch your email and our group texts for details on transportation and
costs as we get closer.

Steady Discipleship Rhythms
Following Fall Break, we jump right back into our regular weekly schedule:

e Sunday Night Gatherings (SNG): We will meet from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm on October 11th and October
25th for dinner, fellowship, and a Bible deep dive. (Note: No regular SNG at the church on October 18th due
to our Just Piddlin' trip).

e Waednesday Night Dinner and Discipleship (WD2): Join us from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm on October 14th, Oc-
tober 21st, and October 28th as we continue digging into how we live out our faith in daily life.

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support as we walk alongside all your students this fall!

Grace and Peace
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

Happy October, Christ Church! This month, our congregation will have the opportunity
to worship in very meaningful ways, through both World Communion Sunday and Laity
Sunday.

As | was praying with our Praise Team before service this past month, | was contem-
plating the beautiful freedom we have here in Kentucky to gather together, in person,
without fear of persecution or harm, to worship God. This is a freedom | often take for
granted, but on a Sunday like World Communion Sunday, it becomes even more appar-
ent to me that many of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world do not have
this same freedom. | hope you remember the blessing of this freedom as you gather for b .

World Communion Sunday. N Lo

On October 18th, we also get the privilege of hearing directly from members of our congregation on Laity
Sunday - a service completely led by non-clergy! Just like Youth Sunday, and Youth and Children’s Sunday,
every aspect of service will be organized and led by members of our congregation. Please be praying for our
lay leaders as they prepare their hearts and minds to share on Laity Sunday.

God Bless W s -
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PRISON FELLOWSHIP ANGEL TREE 4n\

For kids with parents serving time, every day can feel like a life sentence. They didn’t com-

mit the crime, but they are paying the consequences. For 20 YEARS, Christ Church has been H |
helping children and their incarcerated parent(s) stay connected through the giftswe pur- M1 SS1 O N S
chase on behalf of the parent(s). Kids are also given the Gospel, and a personal message of

love.

Please consider being a part of this ministry by volunteering to serve. Contact Juanita Cox, 270.779.5483;
Shan Winquist, 270.202.1485; Donna Daniel, 270.421.3901; or Lyn Dickison, 606.571.4234 to see how you
can help.

To My Christ Church Family, oo
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all of the check-ins, cards, visits, calls,
and most of all, your prayers. Your love and support means so much to me—not on-
ly after my daddy passed away, but also during the many months leading up to his
passing while | was caring for him. Your kindness, encouragement, and prayers
helped carry me through some of the most difficult days. | am so grateful to have a
church family that surrounded me with so much love and compassion. Thank you for
being there, for remembering us, and for continuing to lift me and my family in pray-
er. | truly appreciate each and every one of you.

Much love,

Amy Tylicki & family
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Christ Church will serve as a Drop-off Center for Operation Christmas Child again this year
during National Collection Week, November 16-23. Contact George or Martha Gootee with
any questions at 307-1693 or 320-5551. Dates and times are as follows:

Monday, November 16, 8AM-12PM Friday, November 20, 3PM-6PM

Tuesday, November 17, 3PM-5PM Saturday, November 21, 10AM-12PM
Wednesday, November 18, 8AM-12PM Sunday, November 22, 12:30-3PM

Thursday, November 19, 3PM-6PM Monday, November 23, 8AM-12PM

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR ET I IR

It’s almost here! The 2026 Christ Women’s Christmas Bazaar!
¢ ChRISTMAS pAZAAR

NOVEMPRER 14. 2026
e We need many volunteers to help make this a successful day! Look for . BAM-2PM ‘

Important things to know about the Bazaar...

volunteer sign-up on the rolling white board starting October 18",

ﬁ | CHRIST CHURCH —

o Grandma’s Attic- needs your gently used items (no clothes or shoes
please) please start gathering items you no longer need for us to sell. We
will also no longer be able to accept large pieces of furniture. Smaller items such as an end table would
be fine. If you are unsure please reach out to Becky Harrell (270-202-6903) or Barbara Hines (270-846-
0648). We will announce drop off times for Grandmas Attic in mid to late October in Thursday Things
and the November newsletter.

e Christ Women’s Craft Booth- We are always looking for high quality handmade goods to sell in the Christ
Women’s booth! Are you a crafter? If you are currently making items for the craft booth please let Nancy

Pollock (419-304-7761) know asap. Whatever it is you use to create please consider making some great
things for CW to sell!
e Bakery- We need many Bakersl...whatever your specialty may be please consider donating to The Bakery.

Whole cakes, pies and specialty breads all sell very well, in addition to fudge, cookies and brownies. Addi-
tional information will be provided in regard to pricing and packaging as well as drop off times in late
October, early November.

SATURDAY MEALS
A big "thank you" to Bruce Allen, who volunteered to work for MEALS during the Labor Day %

weekend. Looking ahead, our church's next scheduled Saturday to work is November 7.
We continue to seek new volunteers and last-minute replacements, so if you are interest- CH RIST
ed or would like additional information, please call or text Sean Kinder at 270-996- MISSIONS
0890. We hope you will join us as we help those who are in need, serving the Lord as we

X

serve others.
FAITH

October Food Pantry Needs:
Peanut Butter and Cereal

FAITH FOOD PANTRY
METHODIST CHURCH

Thank you so much for your generosity!
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Sami Says - ¥&
% “Holy Longing” y & c\ ‘ & t &l

C H RIST | am writing this in September, which feels just as hot as August. We should have felt
some relief by now. My hope is that by the time you are reading this, it has cooled off a
bit. I miss all things fall. Especially the crisp air, the beautiful colors, the sunshine that
feels like a kiss instead of an onslaught. |long towards fall, hoping that maybe if | lean
into my favorite fall things, | might hurry fall along. The weather is going to do whatever.

But, | can make myself less lonely for fall by incorporating a bit of it into life now: sweet
potatoes into my oatmeal, chaitea and a good book, short sleeve versions of fall outfits.

S il . What | really long for is Heaven. | so want to see the Kingdom of Heaven come on earth.

Jesus taught us to pray that way. And just like there are things that we can do to lean into
Fall, there are things we can do to lean towards Heaven.

Stop right here. Take a deep breath. Let the good air fill your lungs; feel the blessing of releasing it with a
good sigh. All that comes out with that sigh is held in the hands of God. He comes to us, not as slave driver,
but as Father, filled with tender love and hope for you and me. To breathe deeply in that Holy space is the
best medicine. In that slowed down quiet my eyes are opened to the glimpses of Heaven already around
me.

This summer | learned to sit on my back porch and watch the field behind my house in the fading light of
dusk. I have found in it the discipline of ceasing: To cease from important tasks and trying to be important.
To be small and part of creation, because | am created. To rest from the need to do something or to be
something. To learn from nature what it means to be His. “For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God,” says Romans 8:19. Maybe my back yard has been waiting for years for me
to figure out this is where holiness is, to partake in the goodness of knowing myself as created and held by
the tender hand of God, to breathe of His Spirit, and to rest in Jesus who continues to sustain us as the Word
spoken from the Father’s heart, who has always been with God and who is God with us. And it is in this sa-
cred place that | am sustained by the hope of Heaven even as | wait for it patiently: “For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do

not see, we wait for it with patience” (Romans 8:24-25).
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101 Izzy Orr
101 Laura Orr
10/3 Ann Mefford
10/7 Pat Gilpin

10/11  Jim Anspach

10/11  Don Gaddie
10/11  Cathy Rogers
10/12  Preston Withers
10/16  Sawyer Rowland

Stewardship and Attendance

Budget for the Year
Needed Per Week

Weekly Tithes & General Offerings:

Qcloben

10/18
10/19
10/20

10/20

$718,035.81
$13,808.38

10/20 Lindsey Withers

10/23  Aidan Berry

10/23  Bonny Laflin

10/25  Shirley Lowe

10/27  Sean Foley
Nate Robb 10/28  Art Robb
Simon Heckman 10/30  Matthew Berry
Todd Love 10/30  Andrew Janes

Kelli Truelove

Building Campaign Received
in September (as of 9/29): $29,308.29

Attendance Combining Both Services:

Sunday Worship
Times

Traditional Service 8:45 am
Sanctuary

Sunday School 10:00 am

Contemporary Service 11:00am
Family Life Center

Watch Online
https://www.christchurchbg.org/online/

Past Services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA hizimRxR-
KTXwdpEMkOw?

Christ Church Newsletter

Sept 6 $16,111.32 September 6 203
Sept 13 $ 14,801.00 September 13 208
Sept 20 S 9,277.64 September 20 208
Sept 27(as of 9/29) $ 9,357.00 September 27 216

| CHRIST

Rev. Dr. Matt Seel........cccvrverierncncsesinnnnenssnssenssenens Lead Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans.......cccccovrveeniiiinnnnnnns Associate Pastor
Rev. Sami Wilson................... Pastor of Congregational Care
Angie Gordon.......ccceeeeereenereencerennerennnens Children’s Minister
Abby Seel............ Asst. Children’s Min. & Learning Tree Dir.
Lee YOUNG....cuceeerrreecreenrnreraneecnens Traditional Worship Leader
Nick Winquist........cccccecurenaenns Contemporary Worship Leader
Emily Romans............. Administrative Assistant & Treasurer
LT 1= 0 N Organist
April Taylor .....ccovveeiiiiiieniiiiiinnncininnnnenens Nursery Supervisor
Tiffany BaKer........cccvvvviiieninnrinnnnsessnnnsessssnssnssssssesssnnees Custodian
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