CHRIST CHURCH

A GLOBAL METHODIST COMMUNITY

Matt’s Meanderings

The Beauty of Holiness
“I am the LORD your God. You must keep yourselves holy and be holy, because |
am holy....”

Leviticus 11:44 (CEB)

| bring you greetings from Johannesburg, South Africa! Abby, Larry Wells, and |
should be at General Conference by the time you read this article. We have trav-
elled, along with approximately 417 other delegates and countless volunteers
from around the world, to meet for General Conference. General Conference is
the legislative body of the Global Methodist Church. We are gathering to consid-
er legislation, petitions, and resolutions coming from the local churches and An-
nual Conferences that make up the GMC.

During our time together we will pray, worship, elect 8 Bishops, and work to
perfect our doctrine and disciplines as a denomination. This is no small task, and
Abby, Larry, and | are grateful for your support as we represent you and the
MidSouth Annual Conference in this global gathering.

The Global Methodist Church officially formed on May 1, 2022. Our Convening
General Conference was in 2024. Larry and | had the privilege of serving as dele-
gates. Nick Winquist was also there as a volunteer. As we gather this year, the
GMC has 55 Annual Conferences that span the globe. 10 of these Annual Confer-
ences are in Asia/Europe, 21 Annual Conferences in Africa, 20 Annual Confer-
ences in the US, and 4 Annual Conferences in North America and South America.
We are truly a global church.

Our theme this year is “The Beauty of Holiness.” In Leviticus 11:44 (above), as
well as Leviticus 19:2 and 1 Peter 1:16 remind us that we are called to be holy
because God is holy. Holiness is what we strive for as followers of Jesus Christ.
As we gather to do the business of the church, | ask you to join me in praying
that our work will be holy and that the results of our work will glorify God.
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Pray for all the delegates that we have patience with one an-
other and the various language barriers. Pray that we continue
to keep Christ’s Church front and center in every decision we
make. Pray that everything we do will be done in a spirit of
unity and camaraderie with our brothers and sisters around the
world.
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If you would like to know more about General Conference and/or

possibly watch it live, you can go to
and learn more about it.

Matt

CHURCH CONTACT INFO:

Office Hours:
Mon-Thurs; 8am-2pm

Address:
716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104

Phone Number:
270-842-4343

E-Mail Address:
info@christchurchbg.org

Web Page:
www.christchurchbg.org

Contact info for
Pastor Matt:

Cell phone
270-719-2389

Email
seelrev@gmail.com


https://christchurchbg.org
https://www.beautyofholiness2026.org/
https://www.beautyofholiness2026.org/

/ﬂ% CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Take a look at our Children's Ministry Calendar for the fall! We will jump right in to prepar-
C H RI ST ing for Children and Youth Sunday which will be a combined service and then right after
K S that begin practicing for our Christmas Play along with our usual Wednesday night lessons.
We have a busy fall ahead and may add in a few special events here and there.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY FALL /
SCHEDULE- 2026

EPTEMBER!

<

Aug 19- WD2
begins-meal

5:15, classes
at 6 for all

Aug 26"-WD2

Sept 16- WD2
Sept 20-
Children &

Youth Sunday

Sept 23-WD@

Oct 11th-5:30
Meal, 6pm
Children’s Bible
Study

Oct 14" WD2

Oct 21st- WD2

Nov 22-Advent Fest
(Kids activites while

parents decorate
church for

Christmas. We will
work on a service
project during this

time also!

Sept 2- WD2 OCTOBER
Sept 9 WD2
Nov 4*"- WD2
Aug 16"- 5:30 Sept 13- 5:30 )
Meal, 6pm Meal, 6pm NO WD2 FALL Nov 11" WD2 Dec 3", play
. s . , practice- we will

Children’s Children’s BREAK Nov 18th-Last WD2 e e e
Bible Study Bible Study of the fall

5:30 and practice
from 6-7.

Dec 6" - Christmas
Program in
Sanctuary @ 4pm.

Dec 13-
Christmas
Celebration during

Sept 27-5:30 Oct 25th-5:30 gzcl:av':;t;
Meal, 6pm Meal, 6pm P !
Children’s Children’s Bible
ible Study Study

Oct 28™- WD2

& 4

Our children's ministry is growing! We are so excited to have new children and we want them to be able to
learn and grow well in each age group we have. To do this, we are in need of extra hands, especially with our
preschool age. They wouldn’t have to lead or prepare in advance, just show up and help out. We would love
to have enough volunteers that we can create a volunteer rotation. That would be fantastic! These volun-
teers have to be a church member, submit to a background check and go through the Ministry Safe training
(there is a video version). If you are interested in volunteering, please let Angie or Abby know and they will
walk you through the process.

/\ SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
m Our current volunteer funeral meal coordinator is stepping down which allows us to

provide the opportunity for someone else to step up into serving in this way. This per-
C H RI ST son would be responsible for the coordination of all funeral meals we serve at our
LIFE church. There are several people who volunteer to provide parts of the meal, serve,
and/ or clean up and this person would coordinate those efforts. If you think this would
be a match for you, contact the office at info@christchurchbg.org or (270) 842-4343.
We would be happy to answer any questions you have concerning this role.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

September: Worship, Community, and Retreat

As we settle into the rhythm of the new school year, September
brings some of our favorite opportunities for our youth to lead,
connect, and draw closer to God.

Youth and Children’s Sunday

On Sunday, September 20th, our youth and children will lead us in morning worship!
This service is always a powerful milestone as our students share their God-given gifts
and lead our congregation in every aspect of worship—from liturgy and scripture reading
M . to ushering and leading music. A special highlight of the service will be hearing God’s
Wllm Word proclaimed by one of our own youth, as Elijah Truelove will be preaching! Please
come out to support, encourage, and worship alongside our young leaders.

Fall Youth Retreat & Relay Worship

Mark your calendars for our Youth Retreat from Friday, September 25th to Sunday, September 27th! Re-
treats give our students an intentional space away from daily routines to dig deep into scripture, build lasting
friendships, and recharge spiritually.

To top off that big weekend, Christ Church is honored to host Relay Worship Night on Sunday, September
27th (exact time TBD). It is always powerful when youth ministries across our community come together to
worship our same God under one roof.

0y € Weekly Discipleship Rhythms
i Our regular weekly gatherings continue right alongside these big events:

Sunday Night Gathering (SNG): September 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th from 5:30 pm
to 7:00 pm.

21 Frg)" Wednesday Night Dinner & Discipleship (WD2): September 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd,
= — and 30th starting at 5:15 pm.

AN THANK YOU
m A special thank you to all of those of volunteered their time and efforts to help clean

and prepare the FLC kitchen for another year of ministry. It looks amazing! We’re so
C H RI ST excited to be preparing and serving WD2 meals in such a great clean and organized
LIFE space! Thank you for using your gifts and service here at Christ Church. We are grateful
for all the ways this will help to connect people to God and one another.
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

Philippians 4:4-7 says “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gra-
ciousness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Don’t worry about anything, but in
everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.”

| encourage you to contemplate these words from Paul and recognize patterns in your life
that pull you away from God’s absolute peace and into anxiety, worry, and stress. We are
never promised an easy path through life as Christians, but Paul gives us instruction here
for how to navigate life’s conflicts. Take joy in the Lord, practice gratitude and thanksgiv-
ing, and recognize the blessings around us even in the midst of personal turmoil or strife.
The peace of God will guard you more deeply than you can comprehend. .«

God Bless

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

Welcome to our newest choir members. Kristy and Hutch Kennedy, Susan and Mike A
Gardner, and Megan Benoit. We are so happy to have you as part of our ministry. m
We are busy working on fall music, but we will begin looking at our Christmas music on

September 30th. If you would like to join us for the Advent/Christmas season, please C H RI ST

let me know and we will be happy to prepare a space for you. We love havingspecial W O R S H I P
friends join us for these holy seasons. &

WOMEN'S MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

We will start back on Monday, September 14th at 6:00 in the Garden Classroom. We

will be working through an 8-week study by Sandra Richter entitled "Deborah". This is

another book in the author's Epic of Eden series. Please let Lee Young know if you are

attending this class ASAP so we can make sure we have enough books ordered.

Read more about the study here. L-w

[llustrating the era of the Judges by means of the archaeological record, historical geog-

raphy, and the hard facts of warfare in the ancient world, this study draws students immediately into the

grand tale of Deborah and Barak, Jabin and Sisera, and of course the most unlikely of leaders, Jael. This study

compels the modern reader to ask and answer three critical questions:

e What territory can you see from where you're standing that you know belongs to the Kingdom, but is
not yet won?

e s it worth fighting for?

e Are you willing to step out on faith and trust God for the victory?

@% In Christian Sympathy %

Our Deepest Condolences are given to:
The Yonts Family the passing of Cindy’s father, Kenny Layman
The Tylicki Family in the passing of Amy’s father, John Marshall Smith
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SATURDAY MEALS /\
Christ Church’s last workday for Saturday MEALS was August 15, when we helped to pre- m

pare and deliver over 200 meals! We would like to extend a big “thank you” to all of you C I
who served and gave of your time and energy. Particular thanks go to Nancy Pollock, who M1SSI|O S
did triple duty (Panera pickup, insider worker, and deliverer) and Joshua Smith, who stayed
afterward to assist with cleanup!
Looking ahead at the holidays, we, like every church involved with MEALS, will need to supply one inside
worker and cover one delivery route for Labor Day weekend. We continue to seek new volunteers and last-
minute replacements, so if you are interested or would like additional information, please call or text Sean
Kinder at 270-996-0890. We hope you will join us as we help those who are in need, serving the Lord as we
serve others.

Thank you very much,

Sean & Val Kinder

. .
> * ‘
Savef atel

CHRIS'TMAS‘ I?AZAAR

NOVEMPBER 14. 2026
8AM=-2PM

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR A
It’s not too early to think about your contribution to our annual Christmas Bazaar. m

One hundred percent of the proceeds support local non-profits as well as some interna-

tional outreach. C RIST
Bakery- Start thinking about what yummy homemade treats you will contribute for our WOMEN
bake sale. Don’t forget Grandmas Attic! We will need many gently used items ( NO

clothing or shoes please) to help make this very important part of the Bazaar a success.

Mark your calendar now to help us on Saturday, November 14th. We will need many volunteers as well as
shoppers!

Thanks in advance for your support!
Nancy Pollock 419-304-7761
Bonnie Hanes 270-202-0762

FAITH FOOD PANTRY

September Food Pantry Needs:
Canned Meats: Chicken Breast, Spam/Treet, Beef Stew, Chicken n Dumplings, Tuna/Salmon,

(No Vienna Sausages, please) FAITH

Thank you so much for your generosity! RN
Christ Church Newsletter
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Sami Says
% “Good Grief”

C H RI ST Snoopy specials were a regular part of my growing up. It was a treat to see the Peanuts
gang on TV. Charlie Brown was forever the good guy who could never get ahead. And his
favorite expression was “Good grief!”

No one would describe grief as good, and all of us experience grief more than we realize.
Anytime there is loss or normal is disrupted, we must grapple with longing for what no
longer exists, figuring out how to move forward. Loss demands that we reorient ourselves
at the very moment we feel least capable of doing so. This is especially true when some-
one we love has died. Add to that our culture’s denial of grief, and we find ourselves ex-

pected to get on with life as normal when normal no longer exists.
But there is hope.

Not flimsy hope that plasters on a smile and pretends things are fine, but real hope that looks at life with
complete honesty, willing to see where goodness still exists. It’s tough hope--To acknowledge the pain; to
be willing to limp forward because walking isn’t yet possible; to refuse to stay mired in desperate misery; to
be stubbornly committed to learning how to live again, to figure out how to make room for loss; to search
for the new normal, trusting it does exist; to be brave enough to let some gentle friends in. This is good
grief.

If you feel stuck in hopelessness, there is help. Here are three ways you can find hope again:

My door is always open, and you will find me willing to listen and walk with you, no matter how hard.
We can find a time or place that helps you share the hard things.

Show up for our monthly Grief Support Lunch at a local restaurant. Our next outing is Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2" at 11:30am at McAlister’s. Sharing a meal with others who know is a balm for the soul.

Finally, take a leap of faith and join GriefShare, a 13 week course designed to give understanding and
practical help navigating loss. The videos, discussion, and workbook, bring comfort and the tools
needed to move through grief. Our next session starts Wednesday, September 2" at 3:30pm in the
Dorsey Classroom.

More than anything else | want you to know you need not suffer alone. The comfort of Jesus is real and can
be trusted. In our darkest moments His hope and love shines brightest. Sometimes you just need the help
of someone who has been there before who can point you towards His light.

Page 6 September 2026



Geplemben Bitivdaya

9/2 Beau Rowland 9/17
9/8 Kim Wood 9/19
9/10 Gloria Strout 9/20
9/11 Theo Gilpin 9/20
9/11 Christy Twyman 9/20
9/13 Valerie Kinder 9/22
9/14 Julie Burklow 9/25
9/14 Allen Cox 9/25

Budget for the Year
Needed Per Week

Weekly Tithes & General Offerings:

David Hartman
Carol Douglas
Carol Keiderling
Roland Mulcahy
Rick Winquist
Harry Williams

Ella Carver

Wesley Hardin

Stewardship and Attendance

$718,035.81
$13,808.38

Building Campaign Received
in August: $44,361.60 (as of 8/26)

Attendance Combining Both Services:

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Sunday Worship
Times

Traditional Service 8:45 am
Sanctuary

Sunday School 10:00 am

Contemporary Service 11:00am
Family Life Center

Watch Online
https://www.christchurchbg.org/online/

Past Services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA hizimRxR-
KTXwdpEMkOw?

Christ Church Newsletter

$15,495.00 August 2 172

$16,378.76 August 9 206

$11,052.15 August 16 221

$6,340.75 (as of 8/26) August 23 215

STBD August 30 TBD

| CHRIST

Rev. Dr. Matt Seel........cccvrverierncncsesinnnnenssnssenssenens Lead Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans.......cccccovrveeniiiinnnnnnns Associate Pastor
Rev. Sami Wilson................... Pastor of Congregational Care
Angie Gordon.......ccceeeeereenereencerennerennnens Children’s Minister
Abby Seel............ Asst. Children’s Min. & Learning Tree Dir.
Lee YOUNG....cuceeerrreecreenrnreraneecnens Traditional Worship Leader
Nick Winquist........cccccecurenaenns Contemporary Worship Leader
Emily Romans............. Administrative Assistant & Treasurer
LT 1= 0 N Organist
April Taylor .....ccovveeiiiiiieniiiiiinnncininnnnenens Nursery Supervisor
Tiffany BaKer........cccvvvviiieninnrinnnnsessnnnsessssnssnssssssesssnnees Custodian
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